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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


GET  FULL  INFORMATION 


If  you  live  in 

Connecticut 

Massachusetts 

Ohio 

Delaware 

Michigan 

Pennsylvania 

Illinois 

Minnesota 

Rhode  Island 

Indiana 

Missouri 

Vermont 

Iowa 

New  Hampshire 

Virginia 

Maine 

New  Jersey 

West  Virginia 

Maryland 

New  York 

Wisconsin 

ask  your  school  authorities,  county  agricultural 
agent,  War  Board,  or  local  Soil  Conservation 
Service  office  for  full  information  about  the 
milkweed-collection  program  in  your  county. 
They  can  tell  you  about  prices  for  pods,  buying 
stations,  collection  dates,  and  where  to  get 
empty  bags  for  picking.  Or  write  to  the  Petoskey 
office  address  shown  below. 

If  you  live  in  some  other  State  and  have  milk- 
weed which  could  be  collected,  write  WAR 
HEMP  INDUSTRIES,  INC.,  MILKWEED  FLOSS 
DIVISION,  PETOSKEY,  MICH,  telling  about 
how  much  you  think  could  be  picked  in  your 
neighborhood. 

Distribution  of  bags  and  collecting  and  ship- 
ping them  to  the  processors,  when  filled,  will  be 
the  responsibility  of  War  Hemp  Industries. 
Definite  arrangements  will  be  made  to  take  care 
of  these  activities.  In  some  cases,  by  specific 
arrangement,  the  school  authorities  and  older 
students  will  assist  with  collection  and  shipping. 

Do  not  ship  collected  milkweed  pods  to  Petosky 
without  specific  instructions. 


Approved  by  the 

WAR  PRODUCTION  BOARD 

and 

U.S.  Office  of  Education 

Federal  Security  Administration 

Prepared  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  for 
War  Hemp  Industries,  Inc.,  agents  for  Com- 
modity Credit  Corporation,  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 
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HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP 


OFFICIAL  PHOTO  U.  S.  NAVY 


DEPARTMENT     OF     AGRICULTUR 
War    Food   Administration 


BE  SURE  TO 


The  common  milkweed 

(Asclepias  syriaca) 


Collect  well-filled  pods  of 
true  milkweed.  Pick  in  early 
fall  when  most  seeds  are 
brown. 


ONE 
BUSHEL 


Pick  into  1 -bushel  onion  bass  or 
other  open-mesh  sacks.  If  other 
containers  are  used,  transfer  pods 
to    onion    bags   within    24    hours. 


Fill  bags  full  (1  bushel  only). 
Tie  tops  shut  securely. 


Deliver  within  24  hours  after 
collecting  to  buying  station  or 
hang  on  well-exposed  fence  at 
once,  so  that  bag  is  at  least 
1  foot  off  ground.  Plenty  of 
sun  and  wind   hasten  drying. 


When  thoroughly  dry  (2  to  5 
weeks)  pile  or  bring  bags  indoors. 
If  pods  are  dry  enough  to  store, 
they  will  give  a  sharp  crackle  when 
the  bags  are  squeezed. 


IMPORTANT  DON'TS 


Do  not  pick  stems,  leaves,  immature  or 
empty  pods.  The  top  pods  ripen  first. 


Do  not  use  any  con- 
tainer other  than  open- 
mesh  bag  for  longer 
than  a  few  hours. 


PAPER  BAG 


PAPER  OR  WOOD  BOX 


Do  not  put  too  little 
or  too  much  in  a  bag. 


NOT  ENOUGH 


TOO  FULL 
TO  DRY  PROPERLY 


Do    not    pile    bags    of    fresh    pods    on 
ground  or  floor  for  more  than  a  few  hours. 


SPOILED 


Do  not  take  indoors  until 
thoroughly  dry. 


PICKING 

and  HANDLING  MILKWEED 


Standard  open-mesh  onion  bags  that  hold 
about  1  bushel  of  pods  are  supplied  free  to  those 
picking  milkweed.  The  freshly  picked  pods  at 
the  start  of  the  season  weigh  about  15  pounds 
per  bag,  but  later  the  fully  dry  pods  weigh  only 
about  5  pounds  per  bag.  Prices,  however,  are 
based  upon  full  bags,  not  on  weight.  A  satisfac- 
torily filled  bag  should  contain  about  800  pods, 
for  which  the  government  will  pay  20  cents 
when  properly  dried. 

Picking  may  be  done  any  time  after  the  seeds 
begin  to  turn  brown  and  until  the  pods  have 
opened  but  before  the  floss  has  blown  away.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  examine  every  pod  before  it  is 
picked.  Examine  a  few,  and  if  the  majority  have 
some  brown  seed,  they  may  all  be  picked.  This 
degree  of  ripeness  should  not  be  expected  before 
early  September. 

Immediately  after  the  picking,  the  bags  of 
pods  should  be  hung  in  the  open  to  dry.  If  the 
pods  are  packed  in  a  tight  box  or  thrown  in  a 
heap  in  the  barn  or  on  the  ground,  they  are 
likely  to  mold  very  quickly  and  spoil  the  floss.  A 
simple  way  of  hanging  up  bags  is  to  tie  the  tops 
of  two  together  and  saddle  them  over  the  fence. 
If  you  can't  do  this,  you  may  have  to  fasten  each 
bag  to  the  fence  by  a  small  wire  hook.  On  barbed- 
wire  fences,  single,  firmly  tied  bags  can  be 
hooked  on  the  barbs. 

Dew,  rain,  or  snow  will  not  harm  the  pods  if 
the  bags  are  properly  hung  on  the  fence.  Bags 
falling  off  the  fence  must  be  rehung  within  a  few 
hours  to  avoid  loss  by  mold. 

See  the  middle  pages  of  this  pamphlet  for 
additional  suggestions. 


Bags  of  milkweed  pods  hung  up  to  dry. 


Bags   of   dried    milkweed    pods    stored   in   the 
factory  warehouse,  Petoskey,  Mich. 


Life  belts   saved   these   sailors  who  had 
struggled  17  hours  in  storm-tossed  seas. 


MILKWEED  GOES  TO  WAR 

The  collection  of  milkweed  floss  is  vital 
to  the  war  effort.  Boys  and  girls  can 
now  effectively  share  in  this  program. 

John  W.  Studebaker, 

Commissioner  of  Education 


For  many  years  the  United  States  has  used 
kapok,  a  silky,  seed -pod  fiber  for  filler  in  life 
jackets.  Although  the  tree  which  produces  kapok 
grows  in  many  places  in  the  tropics,  only  in  Java 
were  there  any  plantations  where  large  quanti- 
ties could  be  obtained.  When  Japan  captured  the 
East  Indies,  our  supply  was  suddenly  cut  off, 
and  we  have  been  using  up  what  kapok  we  had 
in  the  United  States  and  what  was  in  ships  on 
the  way. 

Other  things  will  do  in  some  articles  for  which 
kapok  was  formerly  used,  but  milkweed  floss  is 
the  best  material  sufficiently  waterproof  and 
buoyant  to  use  in  life  vests.  This  is  why  large 
quantities  of  it  are  so  urgently  needed.  The  floss 
in  two  bags  of  milkweed  pods  fills  a  life  jacket. 
Your  collection,  though  small,  may  help  save  a 
life. 

We  must  have  all  the  milkweed  we  can  get, 
because  our  armed  services  will  continue  to  need 
life  jackets  as  never  before.  Remember  there 
will  be  no  more  kapok  for  our  fighting  men  until 
after  they  and  their  allies  have  wrested  Java 
from  the  Japanese. 


School  children  of  America! 

Help  save  your  fathers',  brothers', 

and  neighbors'  lives 

by  collecting  milkweed  pods 


